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The Effects of Farmers’ Specialized Cooperatives on Agricultural
Production Efficiency within the Context of Rural Labor Migration
Su Xin Liu Haolong

Abstract: This article calculates provincial agricultural production efficiency and examines the effects of rural labor migration
on agricultural production efficiency, as well as the moderating roles played by farmers’ specialized cooperatives, using a
DEA-Tobit model with panel data from 2010 to 2014. It reveals that rural labor migration has played a constraining role in
increasing agricultural production efficiency. Moreover, the average scale of membership in farmers’ specialized cooperatives
has a positive effect on agricultural production efficiency and reduces the negative impact of rural labor migration on
agricultural production. However, the average capital scale and regional popularity of farmers’ specialized cooperatives show
no significant positive influence on increasing agricultural production efficiency. The study concludes by suggesting directions
for further development, including encouraging more farmers to participate in cooperatives, maintaining institutional efficacy,
and enhancing agricultural production efficiency.

Key Words: Rural Labor Migration; Agricultural Cooperative Operation; Agricultural Production Efficiency; DEA-Tobit
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